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Press release 

 

VINCI Airports reduces the carbon footprint of its network airports by 19% in four years  

and reaffirms its commitments 

 A significant result for AirPact, the VINCI Airports environmental strategy 

 Reinforcing targets: a further 60% reduction in the carbon footprint by 2030  

On the occasion of World Environment Day, VINCI Airports has drawn up an initial assessment of the results 

of the action it has taken and reaffirmed its commitment to sustainable air travel. Leading the way in its 

sector, VINCI Airports deployed an integrated environmental policy in 2015 as the world's first airport 

operator to do so. The programme, called AirPact, involves all 46 airports managed by VINCI Airports in 12 

countries. 

 

Substantial carbon footprint reduction  

Within four years, VINCI Airports has achieved a 19% reduction in the carbon footprint of the airports within 

its network, significantly reducing their emissions from 1.11 kg CO2-e per traffic unit in 2014 to 0.9 kg CO2-

e per traffic unit in 2018.  

 

In this connection, VINCI Airports has committed all airports within its network to the ACA1  carbon 

certification programme. Of these, 36 have already been accredited, including two – Lyon-Saint Exupéry and 

London Gatwick – at level 3+, certifying carbon neutrality. 

 

To achieve these results despite a sharp increase in passenger numbers, VINCI Airports took several 

concrete steps: 

- Installation of self-consumption solar panels: 4,558 MW peak installed at 6 airports, covering an 

average of 24% of the airports' electricity needs with energy from renewable sources. 

- Progressive replacement of all lighting, including apron lighting, with LED lights, reducing 

airport electricity consumption by 10%. 

                                                        
1 Initiated by the ACI (Airports Council International), ACA (Airport Carbon Accreditation) is the only 
international carbon management certification standard for airports.  
 



   

- Progressive replacement of internal combustion vehicles and ground support equipment with 

electric models: more than 125 vehicles have been replaced since 2014, i.e. 25% of the fleet. 

 

High environmental standards across the board 

By setting tangible objectives for its entire network, VINCI Airports often goes beyond compliance with the 

applicable regulations in each country – an international endeavour that supports more sustainable world 

air travel, more particularly in the new geographies currently introducing this transport mode.   

 

For example, in Brazil, when VINCI Airports took over operation of the Salvador de Bahia airport in January 

2018, the airport had not obtained any of the environmental authorisations required and more than 700 

tonnes of waste were stored at the site. Within one year, VINCI Airports obtained the necessary 

environmental authorisations, created a wastewater treatment system, improved waste sorting as part of a 

circular economy programme and introduced a solar farm. A self-sufficient photovoltaic farm with a peak 

capacity of more than 4 MW is expected to be built very soon at the airport. 

  

In addition, the deployment of ISO 14001 international environmental certification throughout its network 

enables each airport to adopt its own environmental policy, adapted to its challenges and context. The 

implementation of this policy makes it possible to continuously improve the environmental performance of 

airports and to engage all employees and partners towards a common objective. To date, 14 airports have 

already been certified, and 5 more are expected to be certified before the end of the year.   

 

VINCI Airports reaffirms its commitments  

On the strength of these first results and at a time when environmental exemplarity is becoming 

indispensable around the world, VINCI Airports is updating its goals by setting two new objectives for the 

2030 timeframe: 

- A further 60% reduction in its carbon footprint  

- Extension of carbon neutrality to the majority of the airports in its network, by building on the best 

practices employed in the two airports that have already achieved it. 

 

In parallel, VINCI Airports will continue to actively support efforts by the participants in the entire value 

chain – builders, airlines, subcontractors and passengers – to reduce their own carbon footprint.  

 

Nicolas Notebaert, Chief Executive Officer of VINCI Concessions and President of VINCI Airports, said, 

"Mobility is a benefit, and air travel has succeeded in recent years in becoming widely accessible. Now we 



   

are called on to work together to tackle a new challenge – making air travel more sustainable. As an airport 

infrastructure operator that enables people to travel and airplanes to take off, VINCI Airports does its part to 

support this progress. Reducing the carbon footprint of our network airports by nearly 20% is a first 

encouraging step on the path to environmental exemplarity." 

 

About VINCI Airports  

VINCI Airports manages the development and operation of 46 airports in France, Portugal, the UK, Sweden, Serbia, Cambodia, Japan, the US, the 
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Chile and Brazil. VINCI Airports is the second largest airport operator in the world, handling 240 million passengers 
each year and served by around 250 airlines. Through its expertise as a comprehensive integrator, VINCI Airports develops, finances, builds and 
operates airports, leveraging its investment capability, international network and know-how to optimise the management and performance of 
existing airport infrastructure, facility extensions and new-build construction projects. In 2018, its consolidated revenue amounted to €1.6 billion 
and its managed revenue amounted to €3.6 billion including 100% of equity accounted companies.  
All information available on www.vinci-airports.com  
 

 

http://www.vinci-airports.com/

